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FOUNDATIONS OF NEW LIFE I
Teacher's Note

LESSON 9  -  ASSURANCE* OF SALVATION

Introduction

1.
Here are 2 of the reasons why many Christians are not sure of their salvation.



a.
Their religious past is legalistic. That means how sure they can be about their salvation depends more on "how well they do religiously" than on the Word of God.  Their former religious leaders used guilt to cause them to work in the church.



b.
They depend more on their feelings than on the promises of God's Word.  The order should be fact, faith, feeling.




i.
Fact - Christ died and rose again for my sins.




ii.
Faith - My decision to accept the gospel of Christ.




iii.
Feeling - I feel good.  But the fact remains the same no matter how I feel, my trust in Christ should also be the same.


2.
But John says that God wants all Christians to know for sure they "have everlasting life" (I John 5:13).

I.
THE MEANING OF ASSURANCE*


A.
Assurance* is to know for sure in your mind and spirit that you belong to God, and that you have salvation.  The believer knows he is saved and he does not have any doubt about it.


B.
Turn to II Timothy 1:12, and ask the student to read it.

II.
THE PROOFS OF ASSURANCE*


A.
Turn to John 6:37, and ask the student to read it.



Ask, 




1.
Have you come to Jesus?




2.
Did Jesus reject you?




3.
Do you believe Jesus has accepted you, if He did not reject you?




4.
Are you saved, if Jesus accepted you?


B.
The love of God is stronger than all the changes in life.  This is Paul's witness in Romans 8:31-39.  Turn to it and ask the student to read it.  Not even death can separate us from the love of Christ, as long as we choose to live in Him.


C.
We are not able to or we do not have the power to keep ourselves from temptations* and sin, but God has the power.  All that God asks us to do is to trust Him.  Both Peter and Jude let us know this in I Peter 1:5 and Jude 24-25.  Turn to these verses and ask the student to read them.


D.
Another proof of our assurance* is the witness of God's Spirit inside us.  Turn to Romans 8:16, and ask the student to read it.  The witness of God's Spirit to our spirit that we are God's children causes us to be 'sure spiritually' about our salvation.

III.
THE AREAS OF ASSURANCE*


A.
Salvation itself. Turn to Isaiah 12:2 and ask the student to read it.



Say, 




“We can rest in our spirit and be completely sure because we know God is truly our salvation.”


B.
“Everlasting life.”  John said, “I wrote these things to you who believe on the name of the Son of God, so you can know you have everlasting life.”  (I John 5:13).


C.
The election* (choice) of God. Turn to I Thessalonians 1:4, and ask the student to read it.



Say,




“A black preacher was asked about what he thought about ‘divine* election*’, and he said, ‘God voted* for me, the devil voted* against me, I voted* for myself, and I won the election*.’ ”

IV.
THE EFFECTS OF ASSURANCE*


A.
The believer should never stop to praise God for His assurance of salvation.


B.
He should love his neighbour. See I John 3:14 and 5:1.


C.
His witness to those who are lost should be convincing and be without fear. Paul was a perfect example of this type of witnessing.  Turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:5, and ask the student to read it.


D.
To keep this assurance*, the believer must hold strongly to courage and hope until the end (Hebrews 3:6, 14).  'So do not put away your courage that will bring you great reward' (Hebrews 10:35).

Conclusion


1.
Ask the student to name the three F's of assurance* from memory. They are fact, faith and feeling.


2.
Explain a little on each of these to repeat the main points of the lesson.

3. Lead the student in prayer, and thank God for your salvation and his salvation.

Footnotes:

Assurance


To know for sure in your mind and in your spirit.

Temptation


The act of trying to cause someone to sin.

Election


The act of choosing.

Divine Election


God's choice or to be set apart by God.

Voted



Gave support to.
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LESSON 12  -  THE LIFE OF VICTORY

Introduction

A Christian need not lose victory in his Christian life.  Victory is his spiritual gift from the Lord Jesus Christ because Christ rose from death and won victory over sin and death.  How can a Christian live a life of victory?  This is the question we will study in this lesson.

I.
THE DIVINE* STANDARD OF VICTORY

A.
Turn to the verses in the Student's Guide and ask the student to read them.  Say,

"It is clear from these verses that God wants us to have victory over sin."

B.
God has made it possible for us to have this victory.

1.
Read Romans 7:21-25.  This victory is through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We must give ourselves to the Lord and depend on Him for daily victory.

2.
Read Romans 12:1.  We must offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God, so we can have victory.

3.
Read Galatians 2:20.  We must let our 'self*' die, and let Christ live His life in and through us, so we can have victory.

II.
THE DIVINE* WAYS TO GET VICTORY
A.
Faith in Jesus Christ will give us victory over the world.  Read I John 5:4.

B.
We can learn from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  He used the Word of God to gain victory over the devil's temptations.  Turn to Matthew 4:2-10 and ask the student to read it.

C.
We must continue to let the Holy Spirit be in control of our lives and allow Him to fill us completely.  Turn to Ephesians 5:18 and ask the student to read it.

III.
THE BELIEVER'S PART IN RECEIVING THE LIFE OF VICTORY

A.
We must be completely made clean by the blood of Jesus Christ.  There should not be any sin in our life that we know about.  The blood of Jesus Christ continues to make us clean, as we admit our sins to God.  Turn to I John 1:7, 9 and ask the student to read it.

B.
Every area of our life must be given to God.  Read Romans 6:13.

C.
There is not any Christian who can have and enjoy victory without a fight.  We must continue to fight the selfish desires of our sinful nature in us, Satan and the world.  Turn to II Timothy 4:7 and ask the student to read it.

D.
The believer must act as a child of God who is filled with the Holy Spirit.  We can do all things through Christ who gives us strength.  We should live the life of victory everyday.

Conclusion:

1.
Christians who do not have the victory, do not know their privileges* in Christ.  This is because God has given the victory of Christ to be every Christian's victory.

2.
We have Jesus Christ who has won the victory, so we can and should be Christians who have the victory.

Footnotes

‘Self’
‘Flesh’, sinful nature.

Divine
From God.

Privileges
Special rights that belong to every believer.
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